
A message to our school from award-winning author, Smriti Halls!!

Would you like to 
listen to Smriti Halls 
reading Elephant in 
my kitchen? Here is 
the link: https://
www.youtube.com/
watch?
v=pBmeOIrN39Y

To the wonderful children, staff and families of Lydgate Infant School, 


I’m hoping you’re enjoying being back together in school again. 


...But HANG ON A MINUTE... have you checked that you haven’t ended up 
with a few extra guests in your classroom this term? Perhaps you’d better 
check under the desks and behind the door for an elephant? Or maybe 
there’s one lurking at home in your kitchen, eating all the chocolate 
biscuits?! Well that’s what Rafi found in my story, ELEPHANT IN MY 
KITCHEN... He discovered an elephant in his kitchen... eating ALL the 
chocolate biscuits. And it got even worse than that... he found a TIGER on 
the TOILET (doing a number two!!!) and a HIPPO jumping on his BED... with 
KNICKERS on his head! HONESTLY! 


I really hope you have lots of laughs reading my story and helping Rafi to 
get those cheeky animals back home again. And I really hope you find it 
interesting thinking about the reasons why the animals have tried to come 
and live with him. In fact, perhaps YOU can help Rafi with his Big Plan to 
look after our planet and all our animal friends who live on it. 


Meantime have LOTS of fun reading, writing and eating chocolate biscuits 
(if you’re allowed). I wonder what stories are your favourites? Do you 
know, I’ve still kept hold of some of mine from when I was your age. I 
think some of them inspired me to be a writer myself. Perhaps my book 
will inspire YOU to think about or write some stories of your own... that 
would be wonderful!! 


Take care... and very best of luck keeping those pesky elephants out of 
your kitchen!


Love,

Smriti Halls (& all the animals) 

Here are 
some more 
great books 
written by 
Smriti Halls.


Rain Before Rainbows by Smriti Halls 
and David Litchfield.

The Little Island by Smriti Prasadan-
Halls and Robert Starling
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Welcome to our first Lydgate Reading Newsletter! It’s a chance to find out about high 
quality books as well as a chance to get tips and up to date information about helping 
your child with their reading journey. 


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pBmeOIrN39Y


Why is Reading for Pleasure 
important? 

Children who read for pleasure have a 
wider vocabulary and general 
knowledge, an enriched imagination 
and more developed narrative writing 
(Senechal et al., 2018). Reading for 
Pleasure is more important than either 
wealth or social class as an indicator 
of success at school. It can increase 
empathy, improve relationships with 
others and improve wellbeing 
throughout life (The Reading Agency 
2015). 

Book Chat 

Chatting with your child as you 
read together develops their 
language, comprehension and 
pleasure. We recommend 
watching this short video 
about book chat from the 
superb reading team at The 
Open University

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=sKFdKs_2wJY   

On the next few pages are some book recommendations. All these super books have been 
carefully chosen by Mrs Varley and/or Miss Whitehead. We had a fabulous time reading them all. 
Enjoy browsing!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sKFdKs_2wJY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sKFdKs_2wJY


Non-Fiction : Nature Focus

Amazing Animal Homes by Chris Packham

Just like us, animals need a place to call home. From a 
lemur’s nest high up in a tree to a porcupines burrow deep 
underground, discover the incredible homes of some 
amazing creatures from all over the world. Uncover extra 
information in the Find Out More section at the back of the 
book. Written by Chris Packham, presenter of nature 
programmes such as Springwatch.

Little People, Big Dreams David Attenborough

As a child, David became an avid collector of fossils and 
plants. His great love for living things led him into science, 
and his passion for people led him to broadcasting 
television. Determined to make the wonder of the natural 
world accessible to everyone, David changed the way we 
think about our planet. There is an interesting facts and 
photos section at the back, too.

Wild Things! Lonely Planet Kids

It’s time to get outside and get creative with this 
spellbinding book packed full of magical outdoor activities. 
Learn how to track dragons, create fairy fashions, brew 
magic potions, build snow unicorns, discover trolls and go on 
spooky night adventures. Unlock the magical power of 
nature! The illustrations and photographs are seriously 
inspiring.


What Did the Tree See? by Charlotte Guillain and Sam 
Usher

This picture book follows the story of an oak tree on a 
hilltop as it witnesses life changing around it over the 
course of hundreds of years. There is a timeline of events in 
world history across the periods featured in the poem, the 
life cycle of an oak tree, and prompts to help children 
explore their own local history. 10p from every book sold 
goes to support the work of the National Forest.

Beatrix and her Bunnies, The Story of Beatrix Potter 
by Rebecca Colby and Caroline Bonne-Muller

This is the story of how Beatrix Potter became a famous 
creator of children’s books and a celebrated protector of the 
countryside she loved.




Fiction - Picture books

The Perfect Fit by Naomi and James Jones

Ideal for F2 and Y1.

Triangle doesn't roll like the circles, or stack like the 
squares. So she sets off to find some friends that look 
exactly like her. But when she finds the other triangles, 
there’s still something missing. Will Triangle ever find a 
place where she truly belongs?

Grandpa and Tibble by Wendy Meddour and Daniel 
Egneus.

Ideal for F2, Y1 and Y2.

Another superb title from the creators of Lubna and Pebble 
(our whole school book focus earlier in the year). Tibble 
loves talking to Grandpa, but Grandpa has stopped listening. 
Mum says just give him time. But Tibble wants to talk to 
Grandpa NOW. . . So Tibble tries his favourite game - TOP 
THREES! And something amazing happens. Grandpa starts 
talking again . . . A moving story about love, loss, and the 
wonder of grannies and grandpas.

Look Up! By Nathan Bryon and Dapo Adeola

Ideal for Y1 and Y2

When you dream big, anything can happen… Meet Rocket, 
stargazer extraordinaire! She’s on a mission to show 
everyone a spectacular sight…. But will they look up in time 
to see it? A funny, uplifting story celebrating the wonder of 
every moment.


The Hundred Decker Bus by Mike Smith

Ideal for F2 and Y1

Buy your ticket and take a seat for an exciting journey on 
a very unusual, very BIG, bus! There is a 
fabulous, giant fold-out ending! Guaranteed to have you 
drawing giant maps and building huge buses out of 
cardboard boxes!


You Choose Fairy Tales by Pippa Goodhart and Nick 
Sharratt

Ideal for all ages!

Make up your own fairy tale adventure where you choose 
what happens next. Superb for inspiring children (and 
grown-ups) to create their own stories and talk about their 
ideas. Just released in paperback.







First Chapter Books 

Wigglesbottom Primary:Dino Chick by Pamela Butchart 
and Becka Moor

ANYTHING can happen at Wigglesbottom Primary and 
it ALWAYS does. Is there a DINOSAUR in that egg? 
Yes! Is the new girl very surprising? Yes! Can a 
cupcake save the world? Yes! So what are Class R2 
going to do about it all? HAVE A LOT OF FUN! There 
are three stories to enjoy in this book.


Claude Going for Gold! By Alex T Smith

Claude has ants in his pants! He can’t wait to take part 
in a Very Exciting Sports Competition. He has his sights 
set on the gold cup, until a pair of shifty robbers steal 
it! Will he save the day and win the prize?


Rabbit and Bear - A Bite in the Night by Julien Gough 
and Jim Field

Rabbit is surprised: some of the trees in the valley 
seem to be flying south for the winter. His friend Bear 
is sure that trees can't fly. Then there's a loud 
CRUNCH! from Very Near By. It sounds like the world's 
largest rabbit, eating the world's largest carrot. There's 
a new creature in Rabbit and Bear's valley, and he's 
trying to Change Everything.


Flamingo Hotel by Alex Milway

Anna is the new owner of Hotel Flamingo and she has 
a challenge on her hands. The once-grand hotel has 
fallen into disrepair. It’s up to her to restore it to its 
former glory - and to find a way to make every 
animal, big or small, feel at home…




Chapter Books

Noodle the Doodle by 
Jonathan Meres & Katy 

Halford

Sona Sharma Very Best Big 
Sister by Chitra Soundar 

and Jen Khan

Agents of the Wild 
Operation Honeyhunt by 
Jennifer Bell and Alice 

Lickens

An Alien Jam in the Jam 
Factory by Chrissie Sains 

and Jenny Taylor


Knight Sir Louis and the 
Dreadful Damsel by The 

Brothers McLeod

Everyday Magic by Jess 
Kidd

One for the grown ups…

October, October by Katy Balen and illustrated by 
Angela Harding

Ideal for grown ups

October and her dad live in the woods. They know the trees 
and the rocks and the lake and stars like best friends. They 
live in the woods and they are wild. And that's the way it is. 
Until the year October turns eleven and everything 
changes. This book is a feast for the senses, filled with the 
woodsmoke smell of crisp autumn mornings and the sound of 
wellies squelching in river mud. And, as October fights to 
find the space to be wild in the whirling chaos of the world 
beyond the woods, it is also a feast for the soul.



A personal message to our school from prize-winning poet, James Carter

Hello Lydgate Infant School!

Just before Easter I was doing a Zoom poetry workshop with a class 
in a school in the South of France. One girl read out a poem that she 
had just finished. It was so brilliant that for a moment I was 
speechless. Then I asked her, ‘How many books are you reading at 
the moment?’ ‘Six!’ she beamed. ‘Do you like books?’ I asked. ‘No,’ she 
laughed, ‘I LOVE them.’ ‘Me too!’ I said. And I do. Some books I love 
so much they seem like old friends that I go back to every now and 
then. And I read many things at once - right now, I’m reading a 
poetry book, a novel about Shakespeare and a non-fiction book 
about Devon. The last book I read made me laugh many times - it 
made me angry, and a couple of times made me cry. It was 
wonderful. And I know that the more I read, the better, richer and 
more imaginative my writing will be. Books are food to a writer. 
Young writers - and ancient writers like me! - NEED books as they 
feed our brains, our inner lives, our imaginations. The more we read, 
the more we understand the world, ourselves, each other. What’s not 
to like?

Zim Zam Zoom 

Brown rocket 
Green rocket 
First I’ve ever seen rocket 
Best there’s ever been rocket 
Zim Zam Zoom! 

Blast Rocket 
Fast rocket 
Overtaking Mars rocket 
Heading for the stars rocket 
Zim Zam Zoom! 

Red rocket 
Blue rocket 
Racing to the moon rocket 
Won’t you come back soon 
rocket 
Zim Zam Zoom! 

By James Carter 

Zim Zam Zoom Zappy Poems to 
Read Aloud by James Carter is 
perfect for F2 and Y1. 

The poem on the left is taken from this 
book with kind permission from James 
Carter. Published by Otter-Barry.

Once Upon a Star and Once 
Upon a Raindrop by James Carter 

are  ideal for Y2

We would love to read any poems you write at home. Please send them to us via

read@lydgate-inf.sheffield.sch.uk  or pass them to Mrs Varley or Miss Whitehead in 
school.

mailto:read@lydgate-inf.sheffield.sch.uk


Broomhill Library

Did you know that you can 
order books to collect from 
Broomhill library? 


https://www.broomhill-
library.org.uk/ 


enquiries@broomhill-
library.org.uk


Current collection times:

Tuesday 10am-1pm

Wednesday 1:30pm-4:30pm

Friday 10am-1pm

Saturday 10am-1pm

(Plus Mondays 10am-1pm 
from 26th April)

Check out the books from 
past children’s Summer 
Reading Challenges. They 
are available to order and 
collect from the library.


https://
summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/
silly-squad-bc-landing

Book Donations

Any book donations (good 
quality please) would be 
greatly appreciated by the 
library staff. The donated 
books are sold to raise 
funds for the library. 
Recent purchases have 
included children’s Reading 
Challenge books, large print 
books and talking books for 
adults. Drop off any time 
when the library is open.

Thank you!

Rhyme and Reason - our local independent bookshop

Opening times 
Monday- Saturday 

9am-5pm

Sunday 11am -3pm


Rhyme & Reason Bookshop

681 Ecclesall Rd


Sheffield

S11 8TG


0114 2661950

Mr Penguin and the Lost 
Treasure by Alex T. Smith


"It has been weeks since Mr 
Penguin's last adventure and 
he's been stuck at his desk, 
twiddling his flippers ever 
since. That is until the phone 
rings! Mr Penguin and Colin (a 
spider and Mr Penguin's silent 
right hand man) are called in 
to find the missing treasure 
somewhere in the Museum of 
Extraordinary Objects. The 
quest finds them solving secret 
codes, fighting ferocious 
beasts, eating fish finger 
sandwiches and travelling deep 
below the museum to a lost 
jungle..."

We asked Sadie at 
Rhyme & Reason to 
recommend a brilliant 
children’s book for us.

She recommended this 
book for children aged 
5+.


https://www.broomhill-library.org.uk/
mailto:enquiries@broomhill-library.org.uk
https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/silly-squad-bc-landing


Sheffield Children’s Book Awards

It’s time for us to take part in the Sheffield Children’s Book Awards 2021. Happy days!
Each class will take turns to read the shortlisted books at story times over the next 
few weeks. The children will then get to vote for their favourite! Here are the books 
in the picture book category:

The Littlest Yak by Lu 
Fraser and Kate Hindley

Elephant in My Kitchen by 
Smriti Halls and Ella 

Okstad

The World Made a Rainbow 
by Michelle Robinson and 

Emily Hamilton

Upcoming Bookish Events

May 
3rd-9th 
2021

Children’s Book Week is an annual celebration of reading for pleasure for 
children of primary school age. Visit  https://everychildareader.net/cbw/ to find 
out more about the event.

May 26th-
June 6th

Hay Festival https://www.hayfestival.com/wales/home There will be free online 
events from great children’s authors.

12th-20th 
June

Broomhill Festival. To include Broomhill Library events and a book sale. 
www.broomhill-festival.org.uk 

July The Reading Agency’s Summer Reading Challenge -  the theme this year is 
‘Wild World Heroes’. More details about how to get involved nearer the time. 
https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/news/general/wild-world-heroes-intro


https://everychildareader.net/cbw/
https://www.hayfestival.com/wales/home
http://www.broomhill-festival.org.uk/
https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/news/general/wild-world-heroes-intro


If you read any of the books mentioned in the newsletter, please let us know what 
you thought of them. You could even send us a photo of you reading the book! Do 
you have any great books that you would like to recommend to other children in our 
school? Email us with the name of the book. You could send a photo of you with the 
book too, or even write a short book review. 

read@lydgate-inf.sheffield.sch.uk 


We hope that some of the books suggested in this newsletter might spark your 
interest. If not, don’t worry. There are so many more wonderful books out there to 
discover. Here are two websites to browse for other book ideas:


• BookTrust 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/our-recommendations/


• LoveReading4Kids 

https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/ 


We hope you enjoyed our first reading newsletter. We would appreciate any feedback 
via read@lydgate-inf.sheffield.sch.uk


Happy reading,


Mrs Varley & Miss Whitehead


https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/our-recommendations/
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/
mailto:read@lydgate-inf.sheffield.sch.uk
mailto:read@lydgate-inf.sheffield.sch.uk

